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Voting Restrictions for 
People with Felony Convictions

states have absolute power to decide 

whether someone with a criminal record can 
vote. All but two states place some restrictions on 
the right to vote for people with felony convictions.

• 12 states have lifetime bans on voting for 
some or all people convicted of crimes, 5 
states prohibit voting for life by those con-
victed of certain classes of crimes; 7 states 
have a lifetime bar that may be lifted only 
if the state grants a formal “restoration of 
civil rights.”

• 18 states bar people from voting while they 
are incarcerated or serving parole or proba-
tion sentences.

• 6 states bar people from voting while they 
are incarcerated or on parole.

• 12 states deny voting rights to people only 
while they are incarcerated.
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